
CANON NEWMAN HALL SUMMARY

Canon Newman Hall was built in 1968 to serve St Leonard’s community. In 2013 it was sold to a 
private party who plan to convert it to a single-family residence. Located on Dental Street in the 
center of old Hythe, close to the early medieval coast, it is potentially rich with evidence of our 
early history.

On September 11th 2015 the concrete forecourt that had been used for parking was broken up 
and removed and the surface roughly graded to a depth of 20cm below the pavement level 
allowing us look at the area and determine if there were any areas that may hold clues to the 
property's history. We noticed a large darkened area to the west of the site (Context A) that 
contained particles of charcoal and some iron slag near the surface. The results of our further 
search and excavation are recorded in detail in the Finds List and Context. We also noted a neat 
dark patch in the otherwise natural gault clay. This patch was 20cm wide by 60cm long and 
contained a partial dog skeleton (Context B). There was a line of stones running North to South 
that seemed interesting. Other various finds we found throughout the site (Context General 20).

Context General 20

This refers to the overall site and finds
on the surface that have been
exposed during grading. The
prevailing material is the natural
yellowish gault clay and there is a line
of stones through the center of the
site running north/south. At the north
end of this line, against the building to
the north was a very wet area which
appeared to drain along the line of
stones toward Dental Street to the
south.

Other finds such as pottery and glass
fragments and a hand-hewn post with
a sharpened point in the ground near
the line of stones. These items are
listed on the finds list and noted on
the site map as C, D, E and F.



Context A20

This refers to the top 20 cm of the
pit to the west of the site.
Remember we are already 20 cm
below the pavement level. The first
observations were numerous
charcoal fragments and, on digging
below the surface, an abundance of
iron slag indicating some industrial
activity. Possibly a forge or
blacksmiths workshop. Below the
surface about 10 cm – 20 cm were
numerous oyster shells and animal
bones, the left overs of a typical
local diet in medieval times, and
roof tile fragments. There were a
few pottery sherds (see Finds List).



Context A60

This refers to the deposits in the
pit below Context A20. The result
of a 30 cm wide and 60 cm deep
hand-dug trench dug through the
center of the pit The iron slag
deposits are few and only in the
first 10 cm. Below that the animal
bones become numerous and the
pottery finds clearly older and
some of shellyware. Many were
blackened with soot from cooking
and there is still the presents of
oyster shells. The area was
excavated by the backhoe to
depth of 1 meter for foundation
footings and this deep trench
exposed the full depth of the pit.
Cut into the natural gault clay the
pit was a frill 85cm below the
original pavement level and
extended beneath the garage at
the west of the site. A curved roof
tile fragment was dug up by the
backhoe and deposited a few
meters from the trench, (see C.P.
022 in the Finds List). A yellow
brick fragment and a thin brick or
floor tile were also fond at 65 cm
below the pavement



Context B

Just to the east of the
center of the site was a
clearly defined area 20 cm
wide and 60 cm long on a
south/north axis and with a
neatly rounded apse-like
form to the southern end.
The mechanical digger had
scraped off the top 20cm of
this deposit and we assume
it was originally a 26 cm
deep cut in the gault clay.
This dark deposit contained
the partial skeleton of a dog
and notably no other finds
other than a small sherd of
shellyware on the surface
that had probably been
moved there by the
mechanical grading. This is
clearly a ritualistic grave,
probably of a pet dog. There
were two rounded stones
deposited ill the middle of
the grave.(see photos and
drawings including diagram
of skeleton showing bones recovered in blue)



At this time we are waiting to
accurately date the finds, finish the
photography and complete the
research. When finished we will
publish the results and make available
to all.

The following people have worked on
the site or given valuable advise and
research time:

Milaena Sanderson John Osborne
David Paton

Kate Oakley and her colleagues at
FRAG

Brin Hughes

Mike de la Mare

What we still need to research: Who
owned the property before 1968? Was
there a dwelling or a building there
and what was it used for? How far do
the records go back? Is there any
reference to building, activity,
ownership that we can find? Were
there other adjacent buildings on Dental Street? Can the presence of iron slag be accounted for?



John Osbourne

September 2015


