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Located on Stone Street between Westenhanger station and Newingreen, this fine old house has many 

historical features. The house is predominantly constructed of brick in English Bond which would 

have been typical of the time, but some of the later alterations to the south elevation show a Flemish 

Bond construction. The roof is Kent Pegged. 

The presence of apotropaic marks on certain timbers interests me. I believe that these were in general 

a medieval phenomenon, and if so could pre-date the main building? 

 

  

 

Apotropaic Marks 





 

 

The elevation to the north would seem to be structured as an aisle (wherein is the kitchen) if one looks 

upward from the kitchen the main wall continues up to the rafters. I would assume that this is all built 

at the same time as the main house and not added later. 

 

 

 
 

The aisle to the north elevation looking upwards from the kitchen floor 

 

 

 

Another point on the construction, or should I say construction problems is the shift in the roof; 

particularly effecting the east elevation whereby the east wall has been braced to the south elevation 

and strengthened with tie rods.  

 

 
 

The east wall. The arrows show bracing to the south wall. Note also the ‘S’ ended tie rods 

 

 

Historically, so I have read, houses with tie beams lengthwise do have a tendency to shift. The general 

roof construction appears to be of an arch brace design. This post-dates many earlier Kent houses that 

would have had a crown post adjoining a main cross tie beam by way of tie beam braces. 

I think that looking at the structure from inside that some purlins may have been added at a later date, 

rendering some of the original purlins redundant. The new purlins have braces at intervals, joining 

them to the central tie beam. 

 



 
 

 

Newer purlins with diagonal braces to tie beam 

                                                                                                         Arched Brace 

 
It would be interesting to try and establish the origins of roman style brickwork and, question as to 

whether this original outer wall? Could the elevation to the west be a later extension? I am led to 

believe that it was practice to poach material from old ruins before the country had the logistical 

means to transport materials from further afield, including Roman ruins. If the wall in the house is 

original and these bricks were Roman, then this could be a whole new concept in that it could place 

the building as that of special archaeological interest. 

This country house was built in 1719 is built of brick and stone under a tiled roof. The entrance 

through a tiled porch leads into a small room, in which the inner wall is of roughly coursed ragstone, 

and old brick of roman design and colour with rough mortar. It is not clear whether this rustic style 

wall was built at the same time as the main house or was an earlier structure.  

 

 

 

Part of inner wall showing Roman style bricks 



 

Adjoining the entrance room is a small scullery wherein the aforementioned original wall continues. 

A small foundation plaque in the form of a brick bears the date the house was built.   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Foundation Brick 
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Interestingly the pink diagonal on the 1842 tithe map could be the S.E. Railway under construction, 

which, according to Wikipedia reached Folkestone by 1843.  






























